
Save the Dates 
Tuesday, July 19, 2022—RTL Founders, Family Celebration 
     (See details on page 3.) 
July 24-30, 2022––Shelby County Fair 
     Volunteers will be staffing our booth. 

Tuesday, August 2––primary elections  
     for Ohio Central Committee and State Reps. 
Wednesday, October 5––OHIO March for Life in Columbus  
To ride a bus to the March, contact director@shelbycountyrtl.org
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On Saturday, May 14, Right to Life of Shelby County hosted its 11th Annual Scramble-4-Life golf outing 
at Shelby Oaks Golf Club, with 23 teams participating in the event that was sponsored by 30 area 
businesses and families. Commemorative t-shirts, door prizes, 50/50 raffle money, a $250 Visa gift card, 
and $700 in prize money were awarded to participants.  

A special thanks to everyone who supported this pro-life event! The money raised will help Right to 
Life of Shelby County continue its efforts to promote respect and legal protection for all human life from 
the moment of conception until natural death. 

As a result of all of the generous donations, the Scramble-4-Life raised $7,263 for the Right to Life 
organization this year.  A special thank you to the organizers (the Dietz family) and OUR SPONSORS! 
  
Eagle Sponsors 
Area Energy & Electric, Sidney 
Buckeye Electrical Products, Botkins 
Flinn Veterinary Clinic, Sidney 
Meyer's Tavern, Botkins 
Sidney Electric, Sidney 
Upper Cervical Health Centers, Botkins 
The Hoge Family: In Memory of Megan 
The Brian & Kathy Monnin Family

Thank You Golf Outing Volunteers, Sponsors, Participants !

Par Sponsors 
Garmann/Miller-Architects 
Osgood State Bank 
St. Marys Chiropractic 
Wells Brothers, Inc. 
Gary & Anita Bornhorst 
The Fullenkamp Family:  
     In Memory of Dale 
Chris & Heather Monnin 
Steve & Rita Monnin 

Hole Sponsors 
Bergman Drywall 
Custom Foam Products 
Dietz Painting 
Eley Funeral Home and Crematory 
Lacal Equipment 
Prueter's Body Shop 
Silver Cross 
The Ray Limbert Family:  
     In Memory of Elizabeth & Jacob  
In Memory of Cara Meyer 
In Memory of Miller Tidwell

Birdie Sponsor:  
McCrate, DeLaet & Co.

mailto:director@shelbycountyrtl.org


July-August Prayer Intentions 
For adoption agencies, for families hoping to welcome adopted children into their lives, and for 
families exploring an adoption plan for their child or children. May God guide them in their care 
for all children and families involved.
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IN MEMORIAM 
Right to Life continues its work for the protection of all human life, in 
honor of those who have offered time, prayer and other resources 
to this cause during their lifetimes. 

 In memory of: 
+Jane Monnin and Carole Hulsmeyer  

In whose names memorials were made in May and June. 
May they rest in eternal peace.

Right to Life of Shelby County is a non-profit charitable organization.  
Board officers are: Mike Monnier (President & Treasurer), Teresa Chaney (VP), 

Melissa Blenman (Secretary). Board Members are: Ann Joslin, Brenda Bensman, 
Tim Dietz, Kathy Vogler and Luke Berning.  

Bimonthly newsletters are produced by Right to life of Shelby County Program 
Director, Anne Schmiesing.  

Health Fair Past, County Fair Coming 
In April, Shelby County Right to Life staffed a booth at the health fair hosted by the YMCA. Thank you 

to all who helped at the booth. Krista Bertke, a nurse at Wilson who is trained in the Creighton Model of 
fertility awareness and natural family planning, was there 
to answer questions. Local nurses Brenda Bensman and 
Jessica Howell provided blood pressure screenings. 
Members of the Verdier family were given space at the 
Right to Life table to share information about Morgan’s 
Place Cemetery for early infant loss (during pregnancy 
or shortly afterward). We also shared information on 
post-abortion recovery, prenatal development and 
respect for vulnerable and elderly adults. The health fair 
was also an opportunity to network with other local social 
service agencies.  
 Look for our booth at the Shelby County Fair, in 
Sidney, July 24-30, where we will again provide a pro-life 
witness and life-affirming information to our community.

Thrift Shop Report 
April-May 

5 Work-to-Earn Shifts 
456 Units, Assistance Program 

Thrift Shop service to local families 
includes low-cost clothing and 
necessities. We also provide 
emergency assistance to those in 
dire need and mentoring through 
our Work-to-Earn Program.

Ohio Primary Election (Round II) August 2 
The part of the Ohio primary election which was postponed because of issues with the redistricting maps 

is scheduled for Tuesday, August 2nd. On the Shelby County ballot are: State Representative candidates 
(85th district) and State Central Committee candidates (12th District). Sample ballots can be found here. 
Type in your name to find information for your precinct. 

Absentee voting: If unavailable to vote on August 2, please arrange for absentee voting (in person or 
mail-in) which begins July 6. Early voting hours and absentee request forms are on the Shelby County 
Board of Elections website. You may email or call the Board of Elections to request an application at 
Shelby@OhioSOS.gov or (937) 498-7207. Applications for absentee ballots to be mailed must be received by 
Noon 12:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 30, 2022.  

Anyone turning 18 on or before August 2 should register to vote. The deadline to register is July 5. 
(Seventeen-year-olds can register to vote by July 5 if their 18th birthday is between July 5 and August 2.)

L-R: Malorie Verdier, Jessica Howell, Krista Bertke

https://lookup.boe.ohio.gov/vtrapp/shelby/vtrlookup.aspx#
https://www.boe.ohio.gov/shelby/c/upload/Election_EarlyVotingHours.pdf
https://www.boe.ohio.gov/comoh/Absentee_Request_11-A.pdf
https://www.boe.ohio.gov/shelby/
https://www.boe.ohio.gov/shelby/
https://www.boe.ohio.gov/shelby/election-info/registration-deadlines/


Celebrate the Founding of Shelby County Right to Life  
And Where We Are Today 

When: Tuesday, July 19 at 7pm 
Where: Redskin Memorial Park pavilion, across from Ft. Loramie High School (near Park St & 705) 
What: 1. Honor the founding members of Shelby County Right to Life 

2. Discuss how to rebuild the foundations of family life following the destruction wrought by Roe 
3. Share in fellowship with our pro-life community  

     There will be music, swing dancing for all ages and play time for children (the adjacent playground 
includes zip lines and open fields for games.) 
     Founders include: Mary Schmiesing, Patricia Kerg (RIP), Helen Paulus, Ruberta Hemmert (RIP), Sally 
Naseman, and Ron Meyer, our first board president who retired from the position this year, being replaced 
by Mike Monnier.  Join us in celebrating our founding and our current opportunity to build a culture of life. 

Reflections on Dobbs 
Shelby County Right to Life Director, Anne Schmiesing, 

With the Supreme Court––in the recent Dobbs decision––finally acknowledging there is no 
constitutional right to abortion and that, “Roe was also egregiously wrong and on a collision course with 
the Constitution from the day it was decided,” we expect an uptick in the number of people grappling with 
the gravity of their own past abortions, which they previously tucked away from their consciences. 
Abortion recovery support groups are braced to assist growing numbers of people seeking healing. Arise 
Daughter is one of many abortion recovery support groups throughout the nation, helping to bring healing 
to those with an abortion experience in their past. I met the Arise Daughter founder, Sylvia Blakely at an 
aR (abortion Recovery) Advocates conference last fall and was asked to speak with their Arise Artists 
group, which uses art to aid in their healing journey. In the April Zoom presentation with the Arise Artists, I 
shared my research and inspiration for paintings of life in the womb, and other meaningful paintings. One 
participant shared that she was particularly moved by the painting 
and title of one of my recent pieces: Mercy in the Scourging: An 
Allegory of God’s Love, which is an image of a bighorn sheep resting 
under a lone shade tree, immediately following a wilderness fire. The 
abortion culture under Roe has scourged our land, but God’s mercy 
is everlasting; and as devastating as range fires can be, the ashes 
always fertilize the earth for healthy new growth. 

The reversal of Roe v. Wade is long over due. I am grateful for 
the decision, but my response to the June 24 announcement is 
similar to what I imagine I would feel if I stood amidst the rubble in 
European cities following World War II, surveying the destruction, 
mourning the incredible loss of human life, and wondering how we even begin to rebuild after something 
so devastating. There is much work to be done revising legislation in each state and healing many 
wounds. The destructive roots of abortion and the sexual revolution have cut deep into the heart of the 
family, but it is worth saying again: God’s mercy is ever new. We move on under His grace. 

As We Speak, We Are Free 
By Sylvia Blakely, Arise Daughter Founder (April 24) 

The Arise Daughter team talked about giving our testimonies just the other day. We discussed: who 
had yet to share theirs outside of friends and family, why writing it down can be intimidating, who was 
nervous about saying it on camera or to a crowd, etc. What we decided is that although sharing our 
testimonies is a powerful weapon in our spiritual arsenal (p lease read a l l  o f  Reve la t ion  12 :11)  

Continued on page 4. 

Join us in 
turning a page 

of history!
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https://www.arisedaughter.org/
https://www.arisedaughter.org/


As We Speak, We Are Free Continued from page 3 
it can also be an intimidating process even for sisters who've known each other for over a year now! 

One caveat of Pat Layton (author of the abortion healing curriculum "Surrendering the Secret") for 
sharing your testimony is: "Know your 'why.' Why is 'now' the time to do it? Who may be affected by it? 
What can God use your testimony for? Answering some of these questions, with the help of Holy Spirit, 
can help take the "me" out of the situation and return focus to giving God the glory, honor and praise for 
helping us defeat the enemy.  

As someone who took the plunge to "tell all" in 2020, I saw sharing my testimony as a way to 
liberate others. Period. I can tell you that there is no personal glory to be gained by telling such intimate 
details of your life. Besides that, I probably have at least five different versions of my testimony and 
each one is extremely uncomfortable to share. But, knowing my 'why' going in, helped me shake off the 
filthy ashes and put on the crown of splendor meant for me (Isaiah 62:3 NIV).  

If you feel led to share your testimony of your abortion and your healing, there are several different 
ways to go about it. But first, I would HIGHLY recommend reading the helpful guidelines on how to 
share and when to share at www.silentnomoreawareness.org. They have done the work of gathering 
personal stories of the ripple effects related to sharing. Their awesome, detailed suggestions on 
sharing your testimony with family, friends and the public place a very human face on the power and 
presence of your story. After reading the "why" and "how," you can share on several different 
confidential online sites such as AbortionChangesYou.com, silentnomoreawareness.org or in a closed 
group on Facebook like, "I Regret My Abortion."  

Arise Daughter is one support community for you as you walk through some of these gnarly 
questions we all continue to face. We have decided that we are going to set aside a "Refresh" session 
this summer and simply sit and listen to one another as we share the goodness of God and all the 
healing that He has already given us. Bearing witness to one another's stories is a gift not to be taken 
lightly; an unburdening that helps us heal and heal others. For truly, as we speak, we are freed!!  

Sylvia Blakely’s brave and humble testimony for Live Action can also be seen on YouTube here.

Anyone who has worked in post-abortion recovery support knows that there 
are so many men and women who have participated in abortion decisions 
who say they never would have considered it if it had not been legal. The 
Dobbs decision can awaken many regrets and sorrows about the past. If 
you, like so many others, have an abortion experience in your past and you 
have not addressed the rifts made in your relationships and self-esteem, 
please reach out for support. The listed number goes to a national support 
team where your call or text will be handled confidentially and with attention 
to your needs. Let your burden be lifted!

https://youtu.be/BzFeC82LPro

